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FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
LETTER TO THE EDITORS. 


Gentlemen,—Though something has already been 
said, both on this passage and on Rom. xiv. 10, to de- 
termine, what time Paul meant that the persons should 
appear before Christ’s Judgment seat, | have prose- 
cuted my inquiry farther on this point, if possible to 
arrive at‘certainty about it. The subject is deeply 
nteresting to all; ‘diversity of opinion exists about it, 
and if any thing can be suggested, which tends to set- 
tle this question, it ought to be done. The following 
] submit for candid consideration, 

When Paul says, **For we mast all appear before 
the judgment seat of Christ,” let us ask, at what time 
did he mean that this should take place? It is the 
common belief, that he meant. at the end of this world, 
or what is called the day of judgment. But surely no 
candid inquirer ought to take this for granted, because 
it happens to be the popular belief, and has been so 
forages. What covrse must we then pursue, to dscer- 
tain whether the popular belief be truth, or a misap 
prehension of Patl’s meaning. The course | have 
pursued is— 

Ist. ! inquire of Paul himself in the chapter where 
these words occur,— What time did you refer to, when 
you say, **for we must all appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ?” I look then at verse Ist, and] fin’ 
that he speaks of a time, when he and those he was 
writing to, were to have the earthly house of this ta- 


bernacie dissolved ; or in plain language, were to die. 


Was this the time be referred to? We should hardly 
think any one would contend for this, for no one 
thinks, that the day of judgment took place the day 
Paul died, or at the disease of the Corinthians. Be 
sides, if it did, it could only be an individual appear- 
ing, whereas it is contended that the judgment is to be 
universal and at the consummation of all things. But 
even admitting that the judgment of every man is to 
be at his death, and to this period Paul refers, how 
does it appear, that then every one receives in his body, 
according to that he hath done whether it be good or 
bad? No man believes the body at death undergoes 
any punishment, but returns to. the dust; nor, is this 
the punishment contended for, which those who have 
done either good or bad, receive in their body. Seeing 
this cannot be the period referred to, for ali return to 
the dust, Lask~ 
24a, Was the appearance before Christ’s judgment 
seat at the’ time referred to, verse 4, when, **mortality 
would be swailowed up of life?” This could not be 
at death, or when the earthly house of the tabernacle 
was dissolved, for it is at this period corruption or mor- 
tality begins. At death, the body is sown in corrup- 
tion’or mortality. It is at the resurrection it is raised 
in incorruption, Then, and not till then, is mortality 
swallowed up of life. See 1 Cor. xv. 42—56. Paul 
does not say, that when the earthly house of his taber- 
pacle was dissolved, that his disembodied spirit was to 
appear before Christ's judgment seat, to receive what 
dt had done in the body. Nor do | find the sacred 
writers speak, as people often do now, about people's 
disembodied spirits, at death appearing at the judg- 
ment.seat of Christ to receive sentence to endless hap- 
iness or misery. Even admitting the y did, this conld 
not be the period referred to, for it ie evident that the 
apostle is not speaking in veree 10, of the spirit sepa: 
rate fromthe body.- No other period of time that I can 





| find, is vethirdd toin nthe context but these two; ¢ Qeath.' 


and when mortality is swallowed up of life, or the re- 
surrectionp from death. 

But it will be said, no other time need be inquired 
after, for this is just the time we have always said, 
‘that all mankind are to appear before the judgment 
| teat of Christ? 1 am perfectly aware of this. Let us 
then, 

3d. Ask Pavl—Did you mean to say, that when 
mortality should be swallowed up of life, or at the re- 
surrection, ‘all should appear before the judgment 
seat of Christ?” Let us again look at verse 9 and 10 
in connexion. ‘* Wherefore we labor, that whether 
present or ahsent we may be accepted ofhim. For we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ ; 
that every one may receive the thing's done in his bo- 
dy according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” From these two verses, let the following 
questions be asked, and see what answers they togeth- 
er with the context, aT rd. What person did Paul 
aid others labor to be accepted of? Answer. The 
ord. See verse 8. Where did he expect to be ac- 
cepted of the Lord? Answer. Atthe judgment seat 
of Christ. verse 10. What did he mean by being ac- 
cepted of the Lord at his judgment seat? Answer. Re- 
ceiving in his body that which is good, and for which 
he labored. What did he mean, when he said, 
**W herefore we labor, tbat whether present we may he 
accepted of him? Answer. Present with the Lord, as 
is plain from verse 8, and absent from the body, verses 
6, 8. 
fore we labor that whether absent we may be accept 
ed of him? Answer. Absent-from the Lord, or to be 
at home in the body, See verse 6. Did Paul then ex 
pect to be at home in the body, when the judgment. 
at which he labored to be accepted, arrived? An- 
swer. He speaks evidently as uncertain about this :~ 
He did not know, whether he should be present or ab- 
sent. but he labored, that “‘whether present or absent” 
he might be accepted of the Lord. Are we then to 
conclude, that Paul, was uncertain but that the end 
of the world, and the day of judgment might take 
place during his personal existence on earth? An- 
ewer. We do not see how this conclusion can be avoid- 
ed, unless he referred to a period during that genera- 
tion, when he and others were to appear before Christ’s 
judgment seat. Was there then to be during that gen- 
eration an appearance at Christ’s judgment seat, which 
Paul and others looked for, and which they might live 
tos¢e? Answer. No person will qnestion this, who 
has’ attended to Matthew, chapters 24 and 25, and ma 
ny other places in the New Testament. But has not 
Paul and other sacred writers, spoken of the judgment 
seat of Christ at the end of the world or resurrection 
of all the dead, and might he not refer to this period in 
the passage before us? Answer. Though Paul has 
treated of the resurrection more frequently, and at 
greater length than any other sacréd writer, yet he 
never speaks of the judgment seat of Christ in connex 
ion with it. He only mentions it, Rom. xiv. 10, and 
we think it has been shewn, it related to no such time 
or events. No other writer, mentions the judgmen' 
seat of Christ in any connexion, or on any subject. 
Besides, we"do not see how he could refer to this per 
od, anless he believed that he might possibly live t 
see it. Did Patil then, and christians generally, ex 
pect a coming of Chiist during that generation, an 
‘id they expect to adand before him at this period? 
Let the following passage answer this. ‘Watch ye 








What then did he mean when he said, ** Where — 


‘therefore and pray always, that ye may be accounted 

worthy to escape all these things that shall come to 

pass, and fo stand before the Son of man.” Luke xxi. 

36. See the context of this passage, which shews, 

what things were to be escaped, and to what period 

our Lord referred. When Paul wrote, Rom. xiv. 16, 

**for we shall all stand before the judgment seat,” he 

seems to have had the ahove words of our Lord in his 

view. In the paseage before us he says, “for we must 

all appear before the judgment seat of Christ.” One 
period is referred to in both texts, and all who attend 
to the epistles, must see how anxious the apostles were 
to present their converts chaste virgins to Christ, 2 Cor. 
xi. 2. Perfect in Christ Jesus, Col. i. 28. And if not 
found so, that they would be ashamed before Christ at 
his coming, 1 Jobn ii. 28. Rev. iii. 18, &c. &c. And 
well they might, for Christ had declared that he would 
be ashamed of them. Mat. x. 32,33. Accordingly 
Paul says, verse 9, ‘*‘ Wherefore we labor,’ or as some 
render the words, **Wherefore we ure ambitious, es- 
teem it an honor, are extremely desirous, that wheth- 
er present or absent we may be accepted of him.” Or, 
as he says, 1 Thes. v. 10, *“‘that whether we wake or 
sleep we should live together withhim.” It is beyond 
all fair debate that christians in Paul’s day expected 
to stand before the Son of man. ‘That they were to be 
rewarded according to their works, is very plain from 
the New Testament, and has been noticed already.— 
And that the unbelieving Jews and others, were‘also 
to be punished, we presume has been emaninned, bor 
will.it be disputed. ' 

I might here take my leave of this subject; antil it is 
shewn, that the apostle referred to the end of this 
world when he said, “for we must all appear before 
the jadgment seat of Christ.” But § shall, 

2d. Inquire of the two epistles Paul wrote to the 
Corinthians, what time he meant iv these worls. Do 
they then afford us any additional light on this sub- 
ject? If 1 do not greatly mistake, they afford the 
strongest confirmation of the views | have advanced a- 
bout this passage. It requires time and labor to shew 
this, but let us proceed to them. 

Paul then in his 2d epistle, chapt. i. verses 13, 14, 
thus writes. ‘‘For we write none other things unto 
you than what ye read or acknowledge, and I trust ye 
shall acknowledge evento the end. As also ye have 
acknowledged us in part, that we are your rejoicing, 
even as ye alsoare ours in the day of the Lord Jesus.” 
In his Ist epistle to the same church, he again says, 
**‘Even as the testimony of Christ was confirmed in 
you: so that ye come behind in no gift; waiting for 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall also 
confirm you unto the end, that ye may be blameless in 
the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.” lh. these two quo- 
tations, let it be observed that the phrase, “the end,” 
occurs twice. The expression, “the day of the Lord 
Jesus,”’ is also used twice. And the expression, “‘the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,” is also once men- 
tioned. On these three expressions | would remark 
yenerally, 

Ist. That all will allow, one, and only one period of 
‘ime to be referred to, or designated by them. So far 
rom its being disputed. it will be contended for, that 
ne end, the day of the Lord Jesus, and the coming of 
ar Lord Jesus Christ, ali refer to the end of this world 

r the consummation of all things. Whatever dispnte 
jay arise, about what time is meant by these three 
odes of speaking, yet no one will contend, that two 





or more distinct periods are intended to be expressed. 
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shouldil dissent from the common opinion, Ef have only 
one opinion then, and not two or three to oppose in my 
observation, as arising from these three phrases. 

2d. It will not be questioned, but will rather be 
covtended Mor, that all these expressions refer to the 
very same time to which Paul refers in the passage un- 
der consideration, *‘we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ... We have then got a three- 
fold clue, to guide us in ascertaining at what time 
they were to appear at this judgment seat. 

ist, What time did Paul then refer to by the phrase 
“the end 2” = {t will no doubt be said, —the end of this 
world, but this is mere assertion, and therefore 
proves nothing. 
thians to live to the end of this world, aud was Jesus 
Christ to confirm his testimony in them tothe end of 
the world? And were they also to read and acknow- 
tedge what Paul had spoken and written to them even 
to the end of the world? This may be affirmed by 
those who say, that the apostles and first christians, 





expected the end of the world during that generation. 


3ut this is just telling us, that they were mistaken, 
and if mistaken in this, why may they not have been 
mistaken in other things, yea in all that they have 
written? Butthis is an admission, which many good 
people have made, little thinking, that by so doing, 
they surrendered christianity into the hands of its ene- 
mies, 

The word which is rendered “the end” in the above 
passages, is felos. ‘Ihe texts in which it occurs are 
numerous. It would be tedious to give the details of | 


my examination of them, I shall therefore give the ror 


sult. It occurs then in the following passages, but | 
where all will allow it can have no relation to the | 
subject before us, Mat. xvii. 25. Rom. xiii. 7. 1 Vim. 
i. 5. Heb. vii. 3. James v. 11. Mat. xxvi. 58. Luke 
xviii. 5. 1 Peter iii. 8. Mark iii, 26, Luke i. 33.~— 
Rev. i. 8, and xxi. 6. and xxii. 13. Luke xxii. 37.— 
Rom. x. 4. John xiii. 1. Rom. vi. 21,22. 2Cor. xi. 
15. Phil. iii. 19. 1 Thes. ii. 16. Heb. vit 8.- 1 
Peter i. 9. 

The word /elos, rendered the end, is also used in the 
following texts to express the end of the Jewish age 
or dispensation, Mat. x. 22, and xxiv. 6. xiii. 14.— 
Mark xiii. 7,13. Luke xxi. 9. 2 Cor. iii, 13. 1 Cor. 
x. 11. Rev. ii. 26.. 1 Peteriv. 7. In verse 17 of the 
same chapter, it seems to refer to the end of the unbe- 
lieving Jews, who rejected the Saviour. Compare 
with this last verse, 2 Cor. xi. 15. Phil. iii. 19. 1Thes. 
ii, 16, and Heb. vi. 8, which appear to refer to the 
same persons and their end. Here then was a period 
called the end repeatedly by our Lord, which was 
near, and in which both believers and unbelievers 
were deeply concerned. A period, in view of which, 
many of our Lord’s exhortations and admonitions were 
delivered to his disciples. A period, which for tribu 
lation and distress, the like had never been before. 
nor would the like ever be again. A period, preced 
ing which, Christ’s disciples were to suffer cruel per- 
secutions, and which they looked forward to with anx- 


- jous expectation. 


it was surely then very natural for the apostles to 
speak of this period, calling it “the end” as their Lord 
had done, and for Paul, to express his hope concerning 
believers, that they would be confirmed unto the end, 
and would acknowledge what he had written unto them 
tothe end. Writing to the believing Hebrews, who 
saw this day approaching, he thus exhorts them, 
‘* Whose house are we, if we hold fast the confidence 
and the rejoicing of the hope firm antothe end. For 
we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our confidence stedfast unto the end,” — 
Ieb. iii. 6, 14. They only who endured to this end 
were to be saved. All who drew back, or apostatised 
trom the faith, were to be involved in the awful judg- 
ments which at that period came on the unbelieving 
Jews. They who continued faithful to the end, were 


‘oe euter into the joy of their Lord. Or, as in the pas- 


Suffer me to ask. Were the Corin- | 


sage bifore te us, every one should receive according to 
that he had done, whether good’or bad, Abd John. 

Rev. ii. 26, 27, says, ‘‘He that overcometh, and keep- 
eth my works unio the end, to him will I give power 
over the nations; and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron ; as the vessels of a potter shall they be broken to 
shivers: even as I received of my Father.” 

But it will be said, is not felos, rendered ‘the end,” 
also used to express the end of this world or the con- 
; summation of allihings’? ‘The only text where it cxn 
| be thought to refer to this, is 1 Cor. xv. 24, * Then 
|cometh ‘he end, when he shail have delivered up the 
kingdom to God even the Father?” &c. But that it 
was not at this period, persons were to stand before 
| Christ’s judgment seat, is obvious, for so far from Paul's 
| saying any thing about this, he assurres us, that then 
jal things are to be subdued to Christ, and the last 

enemy death is tobe destroyed. The end referred to, 
,is the end of Christ’s reign, and it is to come by deliv- 
| ering up the kingdom to God the Father. If any are 
saved, or subdued after this end, it must be without 
Christ, for be has finished his reign and delivered up 
the kingdom to the Father, that he may be all and in 
all. ‘lhose therefore, who coptend for a limited pun- 
ishment after death, and that in this state, men are to 
be saved by Jesus Christ, must have all the punish- 
ment and salvation accomplished belore thisend comes, 
for we should think it a hopeless case to look for sal- 
| Valion from Jesus Christ beyond it. i his end seeais to 
| be at the resurrection, when death the last enemy is 
‘destroyed, as appears to me from the context. but 
‘veither here, nor any wher else, where the resurrec- 
tion is the subject treated of, dol find it said, that 
| Christ is then to sit on a judgment seat or throue, to 
sentence a single individual either to limited or end- 
less misery. Y these things are to be found in scrip- 
ture, they have escaped my notice, and | shail listen 
with deep attention to instruction from any quarter con- 
cerning them. If it be said, the limited punishment of 
the wicked is to be ail over at the period called the 
end, for it is at this time all are to be subdued and 
‘made happy,—if this be the case, at what previous 
périod did Christ sit ou his judgment seat, to coudemn 
persons to this limited punishment, which is ali over 
at the period called the end? Do the scriptures make 
mention of any other, when he sat ona throne or judg- 
ment seat, and before which men individually, or uni- 
versajly appeared, and received a punishment to be 
endured to the period called the end? I frankly con- 
fess my ignorance of any such intormatiou in scripture, 
and should feel deeply indebted to the man, who takes 
the trouble to shew me where it is to be found. At 
any rate, those who contend for a limited punishment 
before the end, cannot say that it was at this period 
Paul meant that all should appear before Christ’s judg- 
ment seat to receive the things done in their bodies, 
for thig is not their fime of punishment, but of universal 
deliverance fromal! punishment. This is not theirtime of 
going into punishment, but of coming out of it. It is 
neither time of receiving sentence, or the execution of 
it, but the time when ail are pardoned, or, having sui 
tered the just rewarc of their deeds, are released. It 
makes no difference as to the point in question, whether 
men are pardoned or punished into heaven at this per- 
iod. When it comes, all punishment is supposed to be 
ended. At what time then during the reign of Christ, 
did men appear before his judgment seat, and receive 
a punishment iv their bodies for the evil they had dove 
in this world? It could not be before the resurrection, 
for it is in their bodies they are to receive it, uniess we 
say that they received it in their bodies while in this 
world. But this, people will not admit, but contend 
that it is a punishment for soul and body after the re 
gurrection of the dead, and some aver that it is to be 














our readers to determine,whether the phrase, ‘the end,” 
‘doés wot refer fo the end of the Jewish dispensatiou ; 
and that this is the period referred to when Paul said, 
“we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ.”’ Yours, _ W. Batrour. 





From the Christian Telescope. 


i¢pThe following Hymns were sung at the Dedication 
of the New Universalist Chapel in Providence, on 
the 29th ult. 
“HYMN. 8, 8,6 M. 
* The mighty God, who rolls the spheres, 
And storms, and fire, and hail prepares, 
And guides this vast machive— 
His pow’rful hand our life sustains 
And scatters all our joys and pains, 
That fill this checker’d scene. 


His piercing eye at once surveys, 
Where thousand suns and systems blaze, 
Aud where the sparrow falls: 
While seraphs tune their harps on high, 
His ears attends the softest cry, 
When buman mis’ry calls. 
Eternal God ! Who shall not fear, - 
And trust, and love. with seul sincere, 
Thine awful, glorious name ? 
While man, thy creature, swift decays, 
Time has no measure for thy days; 
‘Thou ever art the same. 





HYMN. C. M. 
Composed for the occasion, by Rer. D. Pitkering: 


Supreme in pow’r, O God of grace ! 
Thy throne is fix’d on high; 

Yet to thy waiting. supp!’ant race, 
Art thou for ever nigh, 

Before thy mercy-seat we bend, 
Implore thy smiles divine, 

Where justice, truth, and mercy blend, 
And in full radiance shine. 

Wilt Thou, our Father, and our Friend, 
Accept this HutsE of PRAY’R — 

And may thy potent arm defend 
This Temple of thy care. 

To Thee we DEDICATE this fovsE, 
And our best off’rings bring ; 

Here pay to Thee our solemn vows, 
And hymns of triumph sing. 

May love, and fear, and holy joy, 
In our devotions blend : 

Here may thy word our thoughts employ, 
And ev’ry heart amend. 

Long may these !empie-walls resound 
With thy most worthy praise ; 

And may each heart, O God, be found, 
A Tewple of thy grace. 


* This Hymn, (425 of the collection used by the 
Society,) was sung to close the service on the Sabbath 
evenivg before the First Chapel was destroyed by fire. 


““Femal- Philanthropic Sociely.”—'l he hopes ef this 
benevolent and praise-worthy association were not dis- 
appointed in the contribution of Sunday evening. The 
house was filled to overflowing, the discourse was high- 
ly appropriate, and not withstanding a collection had 
been taken for another purpose, that day, at the same 
house, the sum received to aid the funds of the F. P. S, 
amounted to 71 dollars 39 cents. — Trareller. 











Erratum. —\n our last paper, the communication 
over the signature of H. B. on last page, 2d evlumn,, 
20 lines from the bottom, read sensyalily, instead of 
sensually. 





From the Churchman’s Magazwe. 
ON THE GOODNESS OF GOD, 
: “He that loreth not, knoweth not God : for Gad 
is love.°—1 John iv. 8. 

This is the amiable character which:-the beloved dis- 
ciple ascribes to God. He embraces all the other per- 
fections of Deity in this emphatie word Love— God is 
lore. But how differently have the Supralapsarians re- 
presented the God of Love in their gloomy creed. 
Whoever seriously and impartially examines their te- 





endless in its duration. But 1 forbear further remarks 
ov such topics. 

The above then are all the texts in the New Testa- 
ment where this phrase occurs; and we leave it with , 





\ 


,hets, will be convinced that the people who form such 
|notions of God can never be good to their fellow crea- 


tures. Like the ignorant heathens whe gave the most 
iaboumabie attributes to their gods, and then thought 
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that they acted rightly in imitating their imaginary de- 
ities, ; 

What sort of obedience would you pay to a tyrant? 
Not that inspired by love ; but an unwilling, slavish 
obedience, impelled by fear from motives of self pre- 
servation. Can the eternal majesty of heaven, a be- 
ing infinitely perfect in all his attributes, make poor 
wretched mortals for no other purpose than to glory in 
their misery? I will not hesitate to declare, that such 
notions of the Deity are even worse than those of the 
pagans. Eluman nature, with all its imperfections, 
shudders at such a thought ; and if man cannot bear 
such notions of cruelty to arise in his mind, how can 
that God do it, whose perfections and particularly — his 
mercies, are infinitely superior to any thing in this 
world? 
truth than they fall intoa multitude of errors. ane nev- 
er know where tostop tillthey have dishonoured God 
as wellasthemselves. There is nothing which we en- 
joy in this tife but what we owe to God as the most 
tender of parents. But can any sentiments of liberal 
love arise in the hearts of chidren towardsa stern and 
rigorous tyrant, whose words and looks are all furious 
and passionate, who instructs them only Ly menaces, 
and corrects them like an executioner? The light we 
enjoy, the air we breathe, every thing which contri- 
butes to our preservation or pleasure ; the heavens, the 
earth, and universal nature, all conspire to promote 
our happiness, and are all witnesses against the man 
who can represent God as a tyrant. ; 

To ask if God loves mankind, is to ask if he is good; 
and if we bave the least doubt of it, we call even his 
being ir question ; fot how can we possibly conceive of 
a Deity who is not infinitely good? And how can he 
be good, while he hates and takes delight in making 
his creatures miserable and wretched? A good prince 
loves his subjects ; a good father loves his children; 
we love even the tree which we have planted, the 
house we have built ; and shall nor God love his off- 
spring ? What mind can entertain a coubt, except those 
who conceive of God as a capricious being, who cruel- 
ly sports with the fate ofma kind, dooming them irrev- 
ocably to misery even before they were horn ; reserv: 
ing to himself at most ouly one out of a milion ; though 
that one has no more deserved that preference than 
the rest have deserved their destruction. 


that he hates us! A LAYMAN. 





FOR TILE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE, 


FUTURE RETRIBUTION, 
(Continued from page 124.) 


It seems proper that we shonld endeavor to bring 
this subject, of a retribution in another state of exist- 
ence, for deeds done in this, into view, as it is present- 
ed to the common mind under the influence of com- 
mon prejudice. The necessity of examining this sub- 
ject in this relation will be acknowledged by the can 
did, when the fact is realized, that it is this common 
prejudice, which is the main support“by which this 
doctrine is upheld. 

It is now fresh in my recollection, how the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation affected the common mind 
when it was first talked of in the vicinity where my 
youth was spent. The doctrine excited horrer ming- 
led with disgust, and wae denounced asthe most dan- 


gerous heresy ever propagated. Dangerous, on ac 


count of two certain consequences; Ist. The entire 


UNIVERSALIST 


But no sooner do men leave the simplicity of 


They who} 


thas,think, would have us to hate God, by teaching | tained that the morally righteous, in the present state, 


grandeur! 
toy state, and marches over a world of damned heads, 
with most uncommiserating disregard and disdain.” 


¢ 


MAGAZINE. 


low in sin of every kind, not hesitating to take the 
lives of my neighbors, my family, or even my own, was 
[then loudly vociferated irom almost every lip, and ! 
was perfectly satisfied that such must be the natura: 
tendency of the doctrine. Time and experience have 
now entirely disproved the first of the above mention 
ed consequences, for many thousand have come into 
the belief of Universalism, since thoze days, and now 
constitute a religious denomination, professing and 
‘practicing piety towards God and good will to mav- 
kind. But as to the 2d consequence above mentioned, 
we must wait until we are introduced into the future 
world before we can certainly know. 

A questiop here arises; what were the habitual) 
prejudices of common minds,which caused the doctrine 
of Universal Salvation, to be somuch abhorred? The 
candid reader, it is confidently believed, will see a 
sufficient similarity between this case and that repre- 
sented by our Saviour, by the laborers in the vineyard, 
to allow that the former cannot be entitled to a better 
character than the latter. Those, in the parable, who 
murmured, complained because those who, wrought 
but one hour were made equa) with themselves, who 
had borne the burden and the heat of the day. On 
the same principle which they supposed their murmur- 


they bad known that they were to receive no more 
than those who wrought but one hour, they would not 
have gone into the vineyard in the morning. 
the objection against the doctrine of no retribution in 
the future world for deeds done in this, which objec- 
tion | am endeavoring to consider, be not of a charac- 
ter similar to the objection which the murmuring la- 
borers. stated against the good man, 1 have made a 
mistake. But I cannot believe that avy one will un- 
dertake to show me where the mistake lies. 

The objection then, and the prejudices of the com- 
mon mind, which support the objection, seem to stand 
thus; If our neighbors who are not so godly as we are, 
and especially the extremely vile, are not to be pun- 
ished in the future world for their wicked deeds in 
this, then there must be partiality in our heavenly 
Father’s government, though he has promised to re- 
ward ‘every man according to his works. ‘The moment 
we see this objection in connexion with these common 


an opinien which was clearly refuted in the former 
communication, on this subject ; in which it was main- 


enjoy a moral recompence which perfectly agrees with 
their moral characters; and that the morally vile en 
dure, in the present state, a moral privation and infe- 
licity, which constitute an exact balance of their sins. 


H. B. 
(To be Continued.) 





“FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
LIMITARIANS’ NOTIONS OF THE GLORY 
OF GOD. 
**So high and great, so incomprehensibly Supreme is he 
(God,) that ten thousand times ten thousand most mis- 
erably tormented spirits shall not in the least be pitied 


or regarded by him to all eternity. Ten thousand 
times ten thousand most doleful sight, and shrieks, and 


prejudices, we find the whole superstructure founded on | 





dod, from the works of creation, or the events of pro- 
vidence ? ; 
What muet be the state of that mind, which can so 
represent the Supreme Ruler of the universe? What 
must be the natural fruit, from such views of the divine 
Being? What consolation or joy can flow from a 
heart possessed of such sentiments respecting the Al- 
mighty? What worse character can be ascribed to 
the most unfeeling, cruel tyrant,that ever gloried over 
the blood, and groans, and agonies of his fallen foes 
upon a field of battle? Is not the spirit ascribed to the 
blessed God, in the above extract, the very saine that 
the worst of men feel towards their enemies? Is this 
loving enemies? Is not the God of love, represented 
as infinitely more hateful. than al} the monsters of bar- 
barity, that we have any account of in our wicked 
world? Skek TRvTH, 








Anecdote of the King of Prussia, 


**Petitpierre published in French, at Hamburg, in 
1786, The plan of God with respect to man. The auth- 
or was some years before deprived of his office, for 
preaching against the eternity of hell torments. Ilis 
| church complained to the king of Prussia, as Lord of 





ings were just, they would have maintained that if | the principality of Neufehatel: who wrote them, that 


since their articles of faith would have it so, he could 
not hinder the people of Neufchatel from being eter- 


Now if| nally damned.” 


See Dr, Erskine’s Sketches of Church History. 





FOR THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


TO '* RICHARDS.” 


Sir,—Having read several of your communications 
in the Universalist Magazine, and finding that you de- 
ny the doctrine of Total Depravity, and that mankind 
are naturally inclined to sin, and enemies to God and 
holiness, I therefore propose to state a few things for 
your consideration and discussion, which | cannot re- 
concile with the supposition that the above stated doc- 
trinés be not true. And Ist. If mankind are not total- 
ly depraved, and naturally inclined to sin, &c. What 
room is there for, and what need of regeneration ?— 
Ifsinpers are not by nature depraved and averse to 
| holiness, I see no propriety in commanding them to 

make themselves a new heart, or of their having a new 
negwet given them; for if their natural heart was in 
|love with God, and disposed them to act right, they 
would surely be loosers hy receiving a heart entirely 
new. 





Neither can | see any good reason, on your plan, 
why Christ should say to his disciples, ** Marvel not if 
the world hate you,for it hated me bejore it hated you,” 
and *“*men love darkness rather than light, because their 
deeds are evil.”” Or why he should say to Nicode- 
mus, *Ye must be born again.”” To have been con- 
sistent with your views, J think he should have only 
said, ye must improve, and cherish the natural dispo- 
sition you have, aud persevere in that course which is 
most agreeable to yow, and you will enter into the 
kingdom of God. By total depravity, | do not wish to 
be uuderstood that mankind have not power sufficient 
to do all that is required, but that (naturally or pre- 





groans, and yellings, and roarings. and howlings,under ; 
the most exquisite torture, and anguish of spirit shall | 
not meet with the least pity or compassion to all eter. } 
nity! Othe dignity of that Being, who has an ever- 
lasting hell to be the representation or triumph of his 
There he rides in magnificent though gloo- 


See Reynolds? Inquiry concerning the slate and econ 





prostration of all piety and morality in society, in this 
world, and 2d. The certainty of everlasting condem- 
At that time, what is now rath- 
er seldom hinted even in a low voice, viz If I believ- 


pation in the future. 


omy of the angelical world, ques. 39, p. 303, 





REMARKS, 
Kind Reader, does Jesus Christ give such a charac- 





ed so, | would lie, cheat, indulge in dissipation, ‘wal- 


ter to his God and Father? Can we discover such. a 





vious to regeneration) they have no disposition to love 


and serve God, until born again. These views ap- 


| pear to ine to be e€onsistent with themselves, and scrip- 


ture—which says, **If any man be in Christ, he is a 
new creature.” ‘The thoughts and imaginations ct 
the heart are evil, and that continually.” ‘The heart 
is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked,”’ 
and the apostle says, “tif, when we were enemies, we 
were reconciled to God by the death of his Son,” &c. 
meaning that they were once enemies to Goi) arid 
“Children of wrath even as others.” 

Again, if mankind are naturally lovers of God and 
righteousness, how can they be sinners, for love is the 
fulfilling of the law, and perfect loveis pertect obed- 
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ience, bence it appears to me, on the ground that mea 
are not naturally depraved and enemies to God, there 
is no propriety in saying, **Christ came into the wor! 
to save sinners,’ because there can be none. Thas, 
Sir, | have stated in a broken and imperfect manner, 
some of the difficulties which hang on my mind, dé 
siring that you would (through the medium of the 
Magazine) endeavor to set this subject in a fair light, 
that myself and others may profit by the same. 
Yours in the love of truth. Bemis, 
C*#tk®, Dec. 12, 1825. 


REPLY TO THE FOREGOING 
To “BEMIS.” 


Sir,—You do not misapprehend my sentiments when 
you think that I *‘deny the doctrine of total depravity, 
and that mankind are na/urally inclined to sin, and 
enemies to God and holiness.” You inform me if my 
opinion thus expressed be correct, you cannot see what 
need there is of regeneration, or of man’s having a new 
heart; neither can you see how men love darkness 
rather than light, nor why Christ should say (o Nico 
demus ye must be bern again; and yon also find it 
dificult, on the supposition that mankind are na/urally 
lovers of God and righteousness, to see how they are 
sinners, as love is the fulfilling of the jaw, or what 
propriety there is in saying Christ came into the world 
to save sinners, as in that case there would be none. 

It would be sufficient for me to say in answer to this, 
Sir, that your difficulties would all vanish if you would 
consider that mankind may become sinners, and great 
sinners too, notwithstanding they are not so nalurally. 
For instance, you do not suppose that David was born 
with a desire to kill Uriah. There is no need of sup- 
posing it, for the cause of that desire is sufficiently evi- 
dent in his history. Neither do you suppose that the 
apostle Peter was born with a wish or inciination to 
deny his master; and yet in each ef these cases you 
have no doubt that these men were sinners, and that 
therefore they needed regeneration, or a new heast, 
which is a figure used to represent the same thing. — 
You cannot conceive why men love darkness rather 
than light, except they be na/urally sinners, Why, 
mv dear Sir, Jesus Christ tells us the reason, it is **be- 
cause their deeds are evil,’’ not because their nafures 
are evil. Mankind love God when they become ac- 
quainted with his character, and they love righteous. | 
ness when they become acquainted with its moral fit- 
ness and the benefits to be derived from it. There is 
no tendency to vice in human pature in itself consider 
ed. This is evident fiom the fact that men are tempt- 
edtosin. What need would there be of tempting a| 
man to sin, if he were nalurally disposed to it? Can 
you see, Sir, what need there was of the prodigal’s re- 
turning home, upon the supposition that he was not 
born away from home? Ifyou can see that he was not 
naturally a stranger, and yet that it was necessary for 
him to return, you can also see why Christ should 
come into the world to save sinners, even allowing 
that mankind are not nalurally inclined to sin. The 
passages of scripture which you have quoted, with re- 
spect to the thoughts and imaginations of the heart, 
&e. &c. J have no difficulty in reconciling with my 
views. I see no variance between the one and the 
other. For I never denied that men are sinners, nor 
that in some ages they have been desperately wicked : 
but | have both written and preached that men are 
not NATURALLY sinners in any degree, or in any sense. 

RicHARDs. 





Anecdote of Handel. 


‘sThis celebrated composer, though of a very robust 


Delineation of the Condition of the Christian Church, 





and uncouth external appearance, yet bad such a re- 


markable irritability of nerves, that he could not bear | whether a witness be sound in the faith? Answer— 


to hear the tuning of instruments, and therefure this 


was always done before Handel arrived. A musical | try. Tell it not in Gath! 


wag who knew how toextract some mirth from his iras- 


His Honour hae given the public to understand, 


cibility of temper, stole into the orchestra on a night | that were it not for the fear he has of punishment in 
when the late I'rince of Wales was to be present at the | “te life to come,” they cotild not, with any assurance, 


performance of a new oratorio, and untuned all the in- | 
struments, some half a note, others a whole note ener’ 
than the organ. As scon as the Prince arrived, Han- 


expect from him ‘‘the distribution of justice between 
man and man!”? We sincerely pity the man whose 
moral depravity is such, that couscience has lost its in- 


del gave the signal of beginning con spir.to ; but such | fluence, and who would not honour himself by the ‘‘dis- 
] 


was the horrid discord, that the enraged musician, | 
starting up from his seut, and overtarning a double- | 


tribution of justice,’ were it not for the slavish fear of 
punishment in the life to come. Had the mau been 


bass which stood in his way, seized a kettle drum, | dishonest in denying his religious belief, the Honoura- 


which be threw with such violence at the head of the 
leader of the band, that he lost his full bottomed wig 
by the effort : withoul waiting to replace it, he advanc- 
ed bare- headed to the front of the orchestra, breathing 
vengeance, but so much choaked with passion that ut- 
terance was denied him. In this ridiculous attitude, 
he stood staring, and stamping for some minutes amidst 
a convulsion of laughter; nor could he be prevailed on 
to. resume his seat till the Prince went personally to 
appease his wrath, which he, with great difficully ac- 
complished.” 





previous to the Reformation. 


‘During the slumber of the human mind through the 
long night of fwelre ceniuries, if we except a few illus- 
trious lights of piety and learning, which served for 
little else than to make the surrounding gloom more 
couspicuous—the state of religion was deplorable be- | 
yond allexample. The pomp and pageautry of cere- 
monies succeeded to the simplicity of a reasonable ser- 
vice, and mimic priests had converted the house of 
prayer into a gorgeous theatie of religious shows, Bo- 
dily austerities and a most abject superstition were the 
substitutes of vilal piety—the scriptures were: neglect- 
ed for the unintelligible theology of the schools, and 
the idolatrous veneration with which christians looked 
up to the iniallibility of the Roman Poatiff, mitigated 
their servitude and confirmed their ignorance. The 
enemies of our faith will dwell with rapture on the 
annals of the church during that wretched period ; but 
they should consider, that if Christianity were debased, 
the condition of human reason was not jess humiliat 
ing- and both the friends and enemies of Revelation 
may learn jrom the sad detail this important truth,— 
that slavery produces ignorance,—that :gnorance is the 
parent of superstilion,—and that LIBERTY, LEARNING 
and RELIGION must flourish and decay together.” 

WAKEFIELD. 





TOLERATION, 





(The following communication which appeared in | 
the Old Colony Memorial, is in answer to a para- | 


graph which was published in 24th No. of the pre- | 
sent volume of the Magazine, under the bead of } 
Toleration.-M. B. B. 


Mr. Printer,—In the last Memorial you presented 
your readers with the emportant decision of Judge 
Hallowell, of Philadelphia, who refused to admit a} 
man to be qualified as a witness, on the ground of his 
not believing in **punishment after this fe.” 

This decision is'no doubt received by . multitudes 
with the most profound approbation ; especially by 
that precious number whose religious belief it.reveren- 
ccs and sanctions. But, sir, we are of that number 
who view this decision as the offspring of bogotry, 'de- 
void of justice or decency, and a most flagrant imfringe- 
ment upon the inalienable rights of republican freemen 
as vouchsafed by our inimitable constitution. 

Where is the dignity of the man who will descend. 
from the judicial bench and put off the badge of civil 
honour fur the hood of a Friar or Confessor, and en- 
gage ina Theological debate, with a design to see 


one in Philadelphia aud in the Metropolis of our coun- 











| ble gentleman would hare admitted him as a witness, 


This is a solemn warning to all who cannot believe 
with the Hovourable Judge. They are jv. cislly in- 
formed that the testimony, although delivered under 
the **solemnities of an oath or affirmation, which comes 
home to the conscience,”’ will not be entitled to credit, 
unless they are awfully fearful of punishment in the 
‘life to come.” Must a man be denied the privileges 
of a freeman, who canvot subscribe to certain pagan 
notions, which the clergy have iterwoven with their 
religion ! 

Moses was a great lawgiver—but has the Honoura- 
ble Judge found that he received or gave a law, whose 
penalty reaches beyond that state in which it is trans- 
gressed? or that he made the belief of punishment ina 
‘life to come,” the foundation of all their political and 
and religious institutions? 

A man who acts with no higher motive than fear, 
who must needs have a devil to frighten him to acts of 
justice, is not fit for the exalted station of Judge in this 
enlightened land! Free Bory. 





FOR THE MAGAZINE. 
A FRIEND, 


Let the Libertine boast of his unhallow’d pleasures, 

Bacchanalians, their drunken revels, commend, 

The Miser, his happiness, place in his treasures, 

O! grant me kind Heav’n the boon of A Friend. 

Let the Epicure talk of his rare dainty dishes, 

And preach up the joys, that, the banquet, attend, 

Let tie Gambler on cards, stake his hoper and his 
wishes, 

[ envy them not, with the boon of 4 Friend. 

Let the Pedant, the Scholar, and sage Politician, 

For popular honor and glory, contend, 

| ask not their aid, to amend my condition ; 

I] value, more highly, the boon of 4 Friend. 


Let Bigots make war, in the pride of opinion, 

And Soldiers, o’er empires, their conquests, extend, 
Let proud Monarchs quarrel for pow’r and doainion, 
But (ll be content with the boon of A Friend. 


I ask not for riches, for glory, nor power; 

I seek not the pleasafes, that on them depend ; 
These trifles, that please and disgust in ap hour, 
Are nothing, compar’d with the boon of A Friend. 


And, when I have travel’d this thorny maze over, 
And in peace, down the dark gloomy vale, shall de- 
scend, 
When the black shades of death, round my pillow, 
shall hover, 
May my eyes be then clos’d by the hand of A Friend. 
J. FRisze, 
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